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REPORT. 


The  Committee  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Ezekiel  Ca- 
PEN,  Chairman,  and  S.  B.  Noyes,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  tlie  Town,  to  choose  a 
Superintendent,  at  a salary  of  one  hundred  dollars,  Mr.  Noyes 
was  elected  to  that  office,  and  performed  its  duties  till  the  com- 
mencement of  the  winter  schools,  when  he  left  Canton  to  fill 
the  office  of  acting  collector  and  commercial  agent  at  the  port 
of  Fernandina,  Fla.  The  deep  interest  manifested  by  Mr. 
Noyes,  in  our  Schools,  for  many  years,  is  known  to  you  all.  We 
expected  him  to  send  a report  of  the  summer  schools,  but  none 
has  been  received,  and  consequently  we  are  unable  to  give  in 
detail  any  account  of  them. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Noyes,  the  vacancy  of  Superintend- 
ent was  filled  by  the  choice  of  Ezekiel  Capen,  and  that  of  Sec- 
retary by  the  choice  of  G-.  F.  Sumner. 

The  town  raised,  for  the  support  of  the  Public 

Schools, $3,500.00 

And  received  from  the  State,  ....  160.77 

Total,  $3,660.77 

In  dividing  this  money,  the  Committee  have  given  to  each 
district  a sum  sufficient  to  secure  a teacher  competent  for  his 
place,  and  to  give  all  the  districts  an  equal  number  of  weeks  of 
school.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  we  expected  with 
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the  increased  appropriation  to  continue  the  schools,  thirty-six 
weeks,  the  same  as  last  year,  but  owing  to  the  rapid  advance 
in  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  schools,  we  found  ourselves 
obliged  to  shorten  them  to  thirty-four  weeks. 

In  visiting  the  schools,  it  has  been  our  object  to  draw  out  the 
teachers’  method  of  instruction,  giving  such  advice  as  the  case 
seemed  to  require,  but  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  it ; 
for  we  believe  tliat  a teacher  will  be  more  successful  to  pursue 
a method,  with  which  he  is  familiar,  and  in  which  he  has  confi- 
dence, than  to  partially  adopt  that  of  another,  with  which  he  is 
less  familiar  and  in  which  he  has  less  confidence,  even  though  it 
be  a better  one.  So  also  in  the  examinations,  we  have  generally 
allowed  the  teachers  to  pursue  their  own  course,  without  hin- 
drance and  without  help.  The  Statute  wisely  provides,  that  the 
Committee  may  take  full  control  of  the  schools,  but  we  are 
happy  to  say  that  in  no  instance  have  we  required  the  aid  of 
this  statute. 

The  General  Statutes  of  the  Conjmonwealth,  require  that  the 
‘‘School  Committee  shall  annually  make  a detailed  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  several  Public  Schools,  which  report  shall  con- 
tain such  statements  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  Schools 
as  the  Committee  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  promote  the 
interests  thereof.” 

In  compliance  with  this  Statute,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  give 
a detailed  account  of  the  winter  schools,  and  to  make  such  sug- 
gestions as  circumstances  may  require. 


DISTRICT  No.  I. 

Prudential  Committee^ — James  Draper. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Eliza  J.  Everett.  Length 
of  school,  20  weeks,  at  |6, 1120.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  56. 
Average  attendance,  45.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of 
age,  3.  Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Henry  F.  Buswell.  Length 
of  school,  14  weeks,  at  $10,  $140.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 70.  Average  attendance,  45.  Number  of  scholars,  under 
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5 years  of  age,  1.  Number  of  scholars,  over  15  years  of  age,  4. 
Present  at  examination,  48.  Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching, 
during  the  year,  $260. 

The  increase  of  pupils  in  this  district  has  been  so  great  that 
the  house  afforded  imperfect  accomodation,  and  as  this  increase 
is  likely  to  continue,  it  is  desirable  that  some  steps  be  taken  at 
once  to  relieve  the  difficulty.  This  must  be  done  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  the  pupils,  and  to  spend  the  money  to  advantage. 

This  school  is  contiguous  to  No’s.  2,  5 and  6,  and  last  winter 
the  school  was  reduced  by  sending  scholars  to  those  districts, 
and  the  town  will  readily  see  that  if  this  course  can  be  pursued, 
the  expense  of  maintaining  another  school  in  the  district  can  be 
avoided  many  years.  The  school  in  No.  2 is  small,  and  can 
admit  more  pupils  to  advantage,  and  the  same  is  true  of  No.  6. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term,  the  school  was 
very  disorderly,  this  together  with  the  size  of  the  school,  and 
the  inexperience  of  the  teacher  at  first  rendered  success  doubt- 
ful, but  gradual  improvment  was  made,  and  study  began  to  take 
the  place  of  confusion.  The  instruction  was  thorough  and  im- 
parted with  clearness. 

At  the  examination  a good  degree  of  interest  was  manifested 
by  the  parents,  and  on  the  whole  the  result  was  satisfactory. 
We  were  glad  to  notice  several  large  pupils  who  seemed  desir- 
ous of  improving  their  opportunities  of  schooling.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  very  small,  and  presents  a very  bad  looking 
register,  and  we  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  parents  to  the 
duty  of  attending  to  the  education  of  their  children  when  school 
is  keeping. 

The  studies  of  this  school  were  wisely  confined  to  Arithmetic, 
Geography,  Grammar,  Writing,  Reading  and  Spelling,  and  we 
regret  that  the  latter  did  not  receive  more  attention.  We  be- 
lieve in  the  old  fashioned  method  of  spelling  from  the  spelling 
book.  We  approve  of  spelling  and  defining  from  the  reading 
book,  but  the  lesson  is  not  definite  enough  for  a young  mind. 
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DISTRICT  No.  II. 

Prudential  Committee, — Geo.  Datenpoet. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Susan  E.  Foixansbee.  Length 
of  school,  20  weeks,  at  86,  8120.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 46,  average  attendance,  35.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 
years  of  age,  3,  number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  5. 

Winter  Term, — Length  of  school,  14  weeks,  at  810,  8140. 
Whole  number  of  scholars,  44,  average  attendance,  31.  Num- 
ber of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  2,  number  of  scholars  over 
15  years  of  age,  2.  Present  at  examination,  29.  Whole 
amount  paid  for  teaching  during  the  year,  8260. 

This  is  a mixed  school.  It  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  the 
labors  of  Mr.  Miner,  bringing  as  he  does  with  him,  the  influence 
of  a highly  cultivated  mind,  combined  with  natural  genius,  and 
its  effects  could  be  seen  in  the  school.  This  school  is  small,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  statistics,  and  more  might  be  added  to  it  with 
advantage,  its  terrritory  is  already  large,  and  no  more  can  be 
well  added  except  from  No.  1. 

This  school  contains  some  advanced  pupils,  who  studied  Alge. 
bra  and  Book-Keeping,  and  gave  good  specimens  of  composi- 
tion. 


DISTRICT  No.  m. 

Prudential  Committee, — Ezka  S.  Beewstek. 

FOTTETH  PEIMAET  D E P A E T M E N T . 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Saeah  A.  Everett.  Length 
of  school,  11  weeks,  at  84.50,  849.50.  Length  of  school  10 
weeks,  at  85.50,  855.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  90,  aver- 
age attendance,  77. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Everett.  Length 
of  school,  13  weeks,  at  85.50,  871.50.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 76,  average  attendance,  60.  Present  at  examination,  45. 
Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching,  in  this  department,  8176.00. 
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This  school  is  composed  of  very  young  children,  and  it  is 
not  expected  that  they  can  learn  very  much  from  books,  and 
consequently  require  a kind  of  training  altogether  different 
from  larger  children.  The  impression  is  too  common,  tha^ 
not  much  can  be  learned  by  these  little  ones,  but  no  better  op- 
portunity can  be  afforded  to  show  improvement  than  here,  besides 
affording  a grand  opportunity  to  study  the  development  of  in- 
fant minds.  The  requirements  of  these  young  pupils  should  be 
adapted  to  their  capacity,  which  needs  careful  observation. 

This  school  to-day  shows  that  some  effort  has  been  made  to 
appear  well,  and  does  appear  much  better  than  at  some  former 
visits.  Pupils  are  allowed  to  read  too  low  and  act  too  unin- 
terested. While  children  so  young  will  not  study,  or  learn  very 
much  from  books,  they  are  constantly  learning  by  imitation, 
and  require  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  that  they 
form  correct  habits,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  through 
classes  in  coming  into  school,  or  to  read  in  a sing-song  tone.  The 
school  is  interesting  and  seems  to  be  well  cared  for,  and  under 
good  control,  but  attention  to  our  suggestion  and  a little  more 
energy  would  greatly  improve  it. 

THIRD  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Maria  Q.  Adams.  Length 
of  school,  11  weeks,  at  $5.00,  $55.00.  Length  of  school,  10 
weeks,  at  $6.00,  $60.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  57,  aver- 
age attendance,  43. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Maria  Q.  Adams.  Length 
of  school,  13  weeks,  at  $6.00,  $78.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 54,  average  attendance,  42.  Present  at  examination,  45. 
Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $193.00 

In  this  school  the  teacher  has  a better  opportunity  of  testing' 
the  studying  qualities  of  the  pupils  than  in  the  school  below,  al- 
though the  same  patience  is  required.  The  pupils  are  under 
good  control,  and  appeared  well  at  examination,  and  prompt  at 
recitations.  From  our  different  visits  we  judge  that  more  pa- 
tience and  evenness  of  management  would  increase  the  interest 
of  the  pupils. 
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SECOND  PRIMAKY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  J.  Curtis.  Length 
of  school,  11  weeks,  at  $5.50,  $60.50.  Length  of  school,  10 
weeks,  at  $6.50,  $65.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  61,  aver- 
age attendance,  44. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  J.  Curtis.  Length  of 
school,  13  weeks,  at  $6.50,  $84.50.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 51,  average  attendance,  38.  Present  at  examination,  40. 
Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $210.00. 

This  school  retained  the  same  teacher,  who  has  labored  faith- 
fully, and  successfully  for  several  years,  and  we  regret  to  learn  > 
that  it  is  to  lose  her  services.  She  has  won  the  hearts  of  her 
pupils,  and  she  also  seems  to  have  won  another  stronger  than 
they  all. 

Writing  has  been  taught  here  with  good  success,  and  the 
books  show  great  care.  Reading,  spelling,  geography  and  Col- 
burn’s mental  arithmetic,  are  taught,  and  all  the  recitations 
were  good,  and  so  was  the  order,  and  the  teacher  retires 
with  the  good  wishes  of  the  Committee. 

FIRST  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Bense.  Length 
of  school,  11  weeks,  at  $6,  $66.00.  Length  of  school  10  weeks, 
at  $7,  $70.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  55,  average  atten- 
dance, 40. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Bense.  Length 
of  school,  13  weeks,  at  $7,  $91.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 51,  average  attendance,  41.  Number  of  scholars,  over  15 
years  of  age,  1.  Present  at  examination,  41.  Whole  amount 
paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $227.00. 

This  school,  also,  retains  the  same  teacher,  and  nearly  the 
same  pupils.  It  is  always  in  good  order  and  studious,  and  we 
find  very  few  suggestions  to  make  for  its  benefit.  It  is  even 
in  all  its  departments. 

The  studies  pursued,  are  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  2d  pri- 
mary. Miss  Bense  has  taught  in  this  district  for  several  years, 
and  her  influence  may  be  seen  upon  those  under  her  charge. 
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INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Helen  J.  Porter.  Length 
of  school,  11  weeks,  at  $6,  $66.00.  Length  of  school,  10  weeks, 
at  $7,  $70.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  50,  average  attend- 
ance, 40. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher  Miss  Helen  J.  Porter.  Length  of 
school,  13  weeks,  at  $7.  $91.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  43, 
average  attendance,  35.  Number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of 
age,  1.  Present  at  examination,  38.  Whole  amount  paid  for 
teaching  in  this  department,  $227.00. 

Miss  Porter  has  also  taught  here  several  years,  and  under 
her  charge,  this  school  has  made  steady  progress,  and  has  never 
appeared  better,  than  at  the  last  examination,  and  we  recom- 
mend no  change. 

' GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Frederic  Endicott.  Length  of 
school,  11  weeks,  at  $10,  $110.00.  Length  of  school,  10  weeks, 
at  $12,  $120.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  43,  average  at- 
tendance, 28.  Number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  3.  • 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Frederic  Endicott.  Length 
of  school,  13  weeks,  at  $12,  $156.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 36,  average  attendance,  27.  Number  of  scholars  over  15 
years  of  age,  5.  Present  at  examination,  23.  Whole  amount 
paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $386.00. 

Whole  expense  of  teaching  in  this  district,  $1,451.50. 

The  Grammar  school  in  this  district,  has  been  under  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  Endicott  for  the  year.  He  has  labored  hard, 
and  under  many  disadvantages,  but  not  without  success.  We  re- 
gret to  witness  the  decline  in  the  standing  of  this  school.  The 
school  is  very  small,  and  even  at  that,  contains  some  pupils  who 
might  remain  in  the  Intermediate  department.  At  the  exami- 
nation, their  was  but  one  boy  present  as  old  as  fourteen  years. 

We  are  told  that  some  are  kept  out  to  work,  and  others  without 
reason.  But  whatever  may  be  the  cause,  the  school  is  suffering  for 


2 


10 


want  of  interest  in  parents  to  sustain  it,  and  our  children  in- 
curring an  irretrievable  loss,  and  the  community  entailing  upon 
itself  an  incubus  of  ignorance.  Some  of  the  young  ladies  in  this 
school,  we  are  happy  to  say,  acquitted  themselves  with  great 
credit. 

In  this  Grammar  school,  in  a district  containing  400  chil- 
dren, between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  only  10  were  14  years 
of  age,  and  only  eight  boys  were  present  at  the  examination.  As 
it  is  our  duty  to  make  such  suggestions  as  we  deem  beneficial 
to  the  schools,  we  recommend  that  parents  at  once  interest 
themselves  in  the  welfare  of  the  school,  and  the  education  of 
their  own  children. 

In  this  school,  some  of  the  higher  English  branches  are 
taught,  and  at  the  examination  we  had  some  fine  compositions  and 
reading,  although,  we  do  not  feel  that  the  school  generally  did 
itself  justice. 


DISTRICT  Xo.  IV. 

Prudential  Committee^ — Hikam  Joxes. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Emma  F.  Jones.  Length  of 
school,  20  weeks,  at  85,  8100.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  24, 
average  attendance,  17.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of 
age,  1. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mrs.  Emma  F.  Gould.  Length  of 
school,  14  weeks,  at  87,  898.00.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  21, 
average  attendance,  16.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of 
age,  1.  Number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  3.  Present 
at  examination,  14.  Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching,  8198.00 

This  teacher  has  taught  during  the  year.  A good  number 
of  visitors  were  present  at  the  examination,  which  was  very 
satisfactory. 

More  interest  would  be  created  if  the  school  was  larger,  and 
we  regret  that  there  are  no  more  pupils,  to  share  its  benefits. 
In  so  small  a school  the  pupils  are  thrown  more  upon  them- 
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selves,  as  they  have  no  one  else  to  lean  upon.  All  the  common 
English  branches  are  taught  here,  and  we  recomend  that  special 
attention  be  paid  to  reading,  spelling,  writing  and  arithmetic,  in 
all  the  schools,  as  there  are  so  many  who  have  limited  opportu- 
nities of  schooling.  We  noticed  with  pleasure,  the  compositions, 
and  the  manifest  good  feeling  between  teacher  and  pupils. 


DISTRICT  No.  Y. 

Prudential  Committee, — Reuben  A.  Connor. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Martha  H.  Nichols.  Length 
of  school,  ITg  weeks,  at  $5.50,  $96.80.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 46,  average  attendance,  29.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 
years  of  age  2.  Number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  1. 

Winter  Term. — Prudential  Committee^ — Fra.nklin  Reed. 
Teacher,  Mr.  William  Haskell.  Length  of  school,  16  weeks, 
at  $10,  $160.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  52,  average  attend- 
ance, 39.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  2.  Num- 
ber of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  2.  Present  at  examina- 
tion, 36.  Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching,  $256.80 
This  is  a mixed  school,  and  all  the  common  English  branches 
are  taught,  including  composition,  writing  and  algebra.  The 
change  wrought  in  this  school,  during  this  winter  has  been 
truly  gratifying.  At  the  examination  the  pupils  appeared  tidy, 
interested  and  cheerful.  The  sympathy  between  the  teacher 
and  pupils,  was  very  manifest,  and  the  order  was  perfect,  with- 
out any  apparent  effort  on  his  part  to  govern. 

The  recitations  were  good  and  bore  evidence  of  thorough  and 
faithful  instruction.  The  singing,  and  the  accompaniment  of  a 
sett  of  positions  to  the  music  of  the  instrument  formed  an 
interesting  feature,  at  the  examination. 


DISTRICT  No.  YI. 

Prudential  Committee, — Joseph  W.  Wattles. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  E.  Florence  Faunce.  Length 
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of  school,  20  weeks,  at  $5,  8100.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 50,  average  attendance,  43.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 
years  of  age,  1. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  E.  Florence  Faunce.  Length 
of  school,  14  weeks,  at  86,  884.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  42, 
average  attendance,  35.  Present  at  examination,  29.  Whole 
amount  paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  8184.00. 

This  is  a model  primary  school.  The  exercises  at  the  exam- 
ination were  unusually  interesting,  and  the  children  appeared 
cheerful  and  interested.  The  school  in  all  its  departments  was 
highly  satisfactory,  and  we  could  hardly  suggest  an  improv- 
ment.  We  noticed  particularly  the  rare  faculty  of  the  teacher 
to  weave  in  useful  items  of  instruction  into  the  exercises,  and  to 
render  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  easy  and  interesting  to  the 
child.  Writing  is  taught  here,  and  the  books  show  great  care. 
We  also  saw  some  good  specimens  of  drawing,  upon  the  black 
board.  The  large  number  of  visitors,  recorded  upon  the  regis- 
ter, shows  a good  degree  of  interest  in  the  school. 

GRAMMAB  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Ward.  Length 
of  school,  19^  weeks,  at  810,  8196.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 33,  average  attendance,  23,^  Number  of  scholars  under  15 
years  of  age,  3. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  W.  H.  Mayhew.  Length  of 
school,  14  weeks,  at  $12\,  81T5.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 41,  average  attendance,  33.  Number  of  scholars  over  15 
years  of  age,  1.  Present  at  examination,  30.  Whole  amount 
paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  8371.00.  Whole  expense 
of  teaching  in  this  district,  8555.00. 

We  noticed  in  this  school,  that  all  the  branches  have  been  even- 
ly taught,  that  is,  no  one  has  been  neglected.  Spelling,  especially, 
has  received  a good  share  of  attention.  We  however,  noticed 
the  absence  of  composition.  We  were  glad  to  see  the  room 
furnished  with  a musical  instrument,  and  such  progress 
made  in  this  interesting  department,  . and  that  the  school 
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generally  shows  so  much  progress  in  its  studies,  and  so  much 
culture. 


DISTRICT  No.  YII. 

Prudential  Committee, — James  S.  Shepakd. 

PKIMAKY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  J.  Ellis.  Length  of  . 
school,  20  weeks,  at  f5.00,  flOO.OO.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 44,  average  attendance,  32. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  F.  Erxis.  Length  of 
school,  14  weeks,  at  $5.00,  $70.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 39,  average  attendance,  30.  Present  at  examination,  30. 
Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $170.00. 

The  reading  in  this  school  requires  a little  more  attention,  al- 
though most  of  the  pupils  are  small,  yet  they  are  old  enough  to 
lorm  correct  habits  of  enunciation.  The  spelling  was  good.  A 
good  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  drawing,  and  the  school 
shows  marks  of  industry.  The  recitations  were  good,  and  the 
examination  generally  satisfactory.  Our  remarks  in  regard  to 
formation  of  correct  habits  in  reading,  would  also  apply  to  the 
movment  of  the  scholars  in  the  school-room,  especially  the 
handling  of  the  feet.  Miss  Ellis  has  never  taught  before,  and 
promises  well  to  become  a successful  teacher. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term  . — Teacher,  Miss  Martha  J.  Hayward.  Length 
of  school,  20  weeks,  at  $7,  $140.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 28,  average  attendance,  19.  Number  of  scholars  over  15 
years,  1. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Martha  J.  Hayward.  Length 
of  school,  14  weeks,  at  $7,  $98.00.  Whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 25,  average  attendance,  18.  Number  of  scholars  over  15 
years  of  age,  2.  Present  at  examination,  14.  Whole  amount 
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paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  ^238. 00.  Whole  expense 
of  teaching  in  this  district,  8408.00. 

The  whole  amount  paid  for  teaching,  in  all  the 

schools, 8*3.342.80 

All  the  exercises  in  this  school,  were  interesting.  The  read- 
ing was  good,  and  arithmetic  seemed  to  he  thoroughly  under- 
stood, and  the  examples  upon  the  board  clearly  elucidated.  We 
however,  recommend  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  what  is 
usually  denominated  the  rules.  The  writing  has  received 
a good  degree  of  attention,  and  some  books  were  very  superior. 
We  missed  the  compositions,  which  we  regard  as  an  important 
branch  of  study,  in  a school  so  well  advanced  as  'this.  The  or- 
der of  the  school  was  perfect  and  its  appearance  was  pleasant.  It 
will  be  seen  that  both  schools  in  this  district,  contain  only  64 
pupils,  and  that  the  average  attendance  this  winter  has  been 
only  48,  in  these  two  schools.  So  that  by  sending  a few  scholars 
to  No.  3,  the  expense  of  one  school  might  be  avoided. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  Districts  3,  6 and  7,  are  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  sus- 
tain ten  schools,  all  graded,  and  composed  of  458  scholars,  whose  av- 
erage attendance  is  but  357.  It  appears  that  these  ten  schools,  equally 
divided  as  they  can  easily  be,  will  make  but  eight  schools  of  57  pupils 
each,  with  an  average  attendance  of  45, — according  to  the  register  of 
the  past  winter.  Such  are  the  facts,  and  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  town  to  the  subject,  but  whether  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing these  two  schools,  shall  be  continued,  remains  for  them  to  say.  In 
regard  to  the  importance  of  a High  School,  I can  say  nothing  more  to 
the  point  than  was  said  in  the  report  of  last  year,  but  if  these  ten 
schools  could  be  united,  a High  School  might  be  sustained  with  the 
same  amount  of  money,  now  expended  for  their  support. 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  town,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1864,  as  certified  to  us  by  the  asses- 
sors, was  in  District  No.  1,  54,  No.  2,  47,  No.  3,  400,  No.  4,  31 
No.  5,  53,  No.  6,  102,  No.  7,  67.  Making  a total  of  754,  an  in- 
crease of  55,  over  last  year. 
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The  whole  number  of  scholars  attending  school  in  summer,  was  688, 
and  of  these  12  were  under  five  years  of  age,  and  four  were  over  15  years 
of  age,  so  that  out  of  754  children,  only  672,  attended  school,  leaving 
82,  who  did  not  attend  school  at  all.  The  whole  number  of  scholars, 
attending  school  in  the  winter,  was  645,  and  of  these  five  were  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  21  were  over  15  years  of  age,  so  that  out  of  754 
children,  only  619  attended  school,  leaving  135,  who  did  not  attend 
school  at  all,  besides  the  attendance  in  many  of  the  schools,  has  been 
very  irregular.  We  are  informed  that  some  have  been  taken  from 
school  to  labor,  and  in  one  instance,  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years. 
Others  are  allowed  to  roam  the  streets,  and  thus  under  the  very 
eaves  of  our  school  houses,  ignorance  and  vice  are  planting  their  pes- 
tilential roots  to  spring  up,  and  yield  a harvest  of  degradation  and 
crime. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  give  our  children  school  opportunities 
but  we  must  see  that  they  are  improved.  This  subject  demands  im- 
mediate attention,  and  we  recommend  as  one  means  of  remedying 
this  evil,  that  truant  officers  be  appointed  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  according  to  the  statute  provided  for  such  cases,  and  as  another, 
we  would  call  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  great  and  irretrievable 
wrong  they  are  doing  their  children,  in  neglecting  their  education 
while  they  have  the  opportunity.  It  is  easier  to  realize  a benefit  when 
it  is  kept  constantly  before  the  mind.  Parents  send  their  children  to 
school  out  of  their  sight,  and  too  seldom  see  them  there,  or  make  ex- 
amination of  what  they  are  doing.  We  deem  it  highly  important  for 
parents  to  visit  the  schools,  and  to  satisfy  themselves  in  regard  to  the 
comfort  and  progress  of  their  children  during  the  early  part  of  the  term, 
and  not  delay  their  visit  to  the  close,  as  nothing  of  the  past  can  be 
remedied. 

Children  require  constant  encouragement  and  direction,  hence  we 
consider  the  closing  examination  of  less  importance  than  watchful- 
ness, during  the  progress  of  the  school. 

It  is  painful  to  see  that  so  many  parents  almost  wholly  neglect  to 
send  their  children  to  school,  and  we  regret  to  find  that  pupils  are  gen- 
erally withdrawn  from  school  much  earlier  than  formerly,  and  very  few 
are  now  found  in  the  school  room  after  they  can  labor. 

This  fact  urges  upon  us  the  necessity  of  keeping  such  children  to 
school  all  the  time,  till  they  arrive  at  an  age  of  usefulness,  to  keep 
them  in  the  school  room,  instead  of  in  the  streets.  Your  Committee 
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have  felt  obliged  on  account  of  increased  expenses  of  mantaining  the 
schools,  to  shorten  them  to  thirty-four  weeks,  leaving  eighteen  weeks 
of  comparatively  lost  time.  We  believe  it  a duty  we  owe  to  the  rising 
generation,  whose  guardians  we  are,  to  furnish  them  with  more  school- 
ing. 

It  is  a duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  for  whose  preservation  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  is  being  expended,  that  we  fit  those,  soon  to  con- 
trol its  destinies,  for  that  responsible  duty.  We  also  believe  it  poli- 
cy to  keep  our  children  at  school,  so  long  as  they  can  do  nothing 
of  profit  elsewhere. 

Our  pul)lic  schools  are  a blessing  to  the  community,  and  in  raising 
money,  for  school  purposes,  it  should  not  be  considered,  that  it  is 
wholly  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  children  to  send.  So  fellow 
citizens,  we  will  congratulate  one  another,  on  the  liberal  increase  of 
one  thousand  dollars  to  the  school  fund,  and  now  it  will  be  for  those 
most  directly  benefited  to  say,  whether  their  children  shall  be  educat- 
ed in  the  streets,  or  in  the  school  room. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  our  school  rooms,  afford  good  accomoda- 
tions and  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  pupils. 

The  next  question  which  most  deeply  interests  us,  is  the  employ- 
ment of  teachers.  Perfect  harmony  has  existed  between  the  district 
and  the  town  committee,  and  with  few  exceptions,  the  selection  of 
teachers  has  been  fortunate,  but  in  some  instances,  influenced  by 
hopefulness,  we  have  approbated  teachers,  whose  abilities  to  succeed 
as  teachers,  we  questioned,  aside  from  their  literary  qualifications,  and 
should  never  have  presented  them  as  candidates  ; and  the  record  shows 
that  they  have  almost  universally  failed.  We  do  not  propose  to  de- 
bate this  question,  but  fully  believe  that  the  prejudice  now  existing 
on  the  subject  of  the  districts,  will  eventually  give  way  before  the 
accumulating  evidences  of  the  advantage  of  the  employment  of  teach- 
ers by  a general  committee.  We  hear  much  said  about  the  rights  of 
the  districts,  and  are  inclined  to  ask  where  they  obtained  those  rights, 
about  which  they  are  so  tenacious.  It  looks  to  us,  in  the  employment 
of  teachers,  as  though  it  was  the  town,  whose  rights  were  infringed, 
when  they  are  not  permitted  to  expend  the  money  of  their  own  rais- 
ing. 

We  however,  take  this  opportunity  to  suggest  that  the  districts 
choose  more  than  one,  for  their  Prudential  Committee,  and  put  upon 
that  committee,  with  others  of  their  own  choice,  the  member  of  the 
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town  committee  representing  their  district.  We  feel  proud  of  what 
our  schools  are  doing  for  our  children,  in  giving  the  poor  equal  op- 
portunities of  education  with  the  rich,  and  of  elevating  the  tone  of 
character  and  purity  of  morals,  not  only  giving  strength  to  the  mind, 
but  also  directing  it  into  proper  channels.  It  is  clear,  that  in  order  to 
attain  to  the 'full  benefit  of  our  common  schools,  due  regard  must  be 
paid  to  the  moral  as  well  as  the  literary  qualifications  of  the  teacher, 
by  moral  we  do  not  mean,  simply  an  absence  from  vice,  but  a 
positively  pure  and  cultivated  character,  elevating  in  its  influence. 
Many  teachers  whose  literary  qualifications  are  good,  and  are  posses- 
sed of  moral  character,  fail  to  exert  an  elevating  influence  on  chil- 
dren. We  do  not  know  of  any  better  test  for  those  whose  business  it 
is  to  employ  teachers,  than  for  them  to  ask  themselves,  whether  they 
should  be  willing  to  have  their  children  moulded  after  the  pattern  of 
the  teacher  they  put  into  the  school,  to  mould  as  well  as  to  teach  the 
children  of  other  paients. 

In  this  State,  our  Public  Schools  have  always  been  fostered  with 
great  care,  and  through  this  source,  our  fathers  looked  to  the  future 
intellectual  and  moral  strength  of  the  republic.  That  great  benefit  is 
derived  from  public  instruction,  is  generally  acknowledged,  yet  the 
developing  influence  of  our  schools,  and  their  elevating  tone  of  char- 
acter is  but  poorly  appreciated  by  many  who  are  the  most  benefited 
by  them.  We  realize  them,  but  by  comparison,  as  under  the  balmy 
influence  of  summer,  we  forget  the  biting  cold  of  winter,  so  we  think 
too  little  of  our  Public  Schools.  Their  influence  on  our  children  is  so 
gradual,  that  it  is  overlooked,  except  when  brought  in  contact  with 
ignorance.  In  our  own  town,  the  population  was  never  so  changeful  as 
at  present,  people  of  different  means,  tastes  and  habits,  and  of  re- 
ligions too,  mingling  together  and  jostling  each  other  in  the  great 
duties  of  life,  and  especially  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  our  disturb- 
ed and  distracted  country.  Our  Public  Schools,  where  all  classes 
meet,  and  where  all  enjoy  equal  advantages,  become  the  mighty  ele- 
vator of  them  all.  Our  schools  must  not  yield  to  the  influence  of  ig- 
norance and  degradation,  and  not  only  hold  on  to  its  former  standard, 
but  continue  to  raise  it  higher  and  higher. 

EZEKIEL  CAPEN,  Sup’t. 

Since  the  foregoing  Report  was  in  type,  we  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing from  Samuel  B.  Noyes,  Esq,  the  former  Superintendent  of 
the  Schools  in  this  town. 
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To  THE  SCHOOE  COMMITTEE  OF  CaNTON,  MaSS. 
Gentlemen  : 

It  is  proper  that,  as  I now  find  myself  called  on  to  resign  to 
you  the  charge  of  the  Schools,  which,  under  your  direction,  I have 
Superintended,  I should  make  a report  of  their  progress,  during  the 
year  so  far,  and  of  their  condition  at  the  present  time. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  School  year  in  April  last,  but  few 
changes  were  made.  Only  in  Districts  No.  one,  seven  and  five,  were 
there  changes  of  teachers.  This  being  the  case,  it  was  tolerably  cer- 
tain that  the  summer  schools  would  be  successful.  And  they  have 
been.  In  the  districts  above  mentioned  there  has  been  a steady  and 
constant  improvement.  And  the  teacher  who  took  charge  of  the 
Grammar  School  in  District  No.  7,  was  a change  for  the  better.  She 
had  a pleasing  degree  of  success.  In  District  No.  *5,  although  the 
success  of  the  teacher  was  not  so  marked,  yet  it  was  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. In  District  No.  1,  the  progress  and  discipline,  fell  con- 
siderably short  of  my  desire  and  expectations.  Yet,  even  there,  we 
found  some  good  points.  This  school  was  unusually  large  ; having 
been  reinforced  by  pupils,  who,  for  the  first  time  attended  school  on 
this  Continent,  and  were,  by  consequence  unfamiliar  with  our  manner 
and  method  of  discipline  ; and  also  increased  by  very  many  very  young 
children,  who  required  the  exercise  of  patient,  watchful  and  anxious 
oversight. 

In  Districts  No.  two,  three,  four,  six  and  in  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment of  District  No.  seven,  the  same  teachers  continued  their  instruc- 
tions. Gaining  wisdom  and  strength  from  their  experience,  and 
seeking  information  and  aid,  relating  to  their  chosen  pursuits  from 
every  available  source, — it  has  been  my  pleasing  task  to  watch  and 
note  their  industry,  and  constant  growth  towards  the  stature  of  perfect 
teachers.  Of  course  I have  necessarily  been  governed  in  the  forma- 
tion of  my  opinion  of  their  merits,  by  my  own  preconceived  ideas  of 
what  are  the  requisite  qualifications  of  a good  school  teacher.  An 
experience  of  fifteen  years,  during  all  of  which  time,  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  enjoy  the  counsels  of  your  chairman,  and  a greater 
part  of  the  time  to  have  enjoyed  likewise  the  co-operation  of  the  other 
gentlemen  who  compose  the  committee,  in  Superintending  your 
schools,  has  made  me  sometimes,  perhaps,  impatient  of  greater  results 
more  progress,  more  industry  and  more  energy  ; and  I have,  I con- 
fess, not  unfrequently,  when  visiting  the  school,  wished  that  I posses- 
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sed  the  power  to  impart  the  qualities,  which,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
were  lacking.  And  I have  been  obliged  to  appear  content,  with  what 
seemed  and  perhaps  was,  mediocre  teaching.  The  fact  is,  gentlemen, 
iu  a certain  sense,  teachers,  like  poets,  are  born,  not  taught,  and  if  we 
have  not  skill  and  the  ability  to  discern,  when  they  are  presented  tons 
for  our  approval,  who  have  been  so  born,  and  so  do  sometimes  confide 
our  schools  to  the  unworthy,  then  we  must  be  patient  under  our  dis- 
appointment. And  I am  satisfied  that  no  Superintending  Committee 
can  be  even  moderately  sure  of  avoiding  disappointment,  until  the 
entire  control  of  the  selection  of  teachers  is  left  with  them.  In  the 
experience  we  have  had  together,  whenever  this  control  has  been  ex- 
ercised, success  has  followed,  and  it  seems  so  inconsistent  with  the 
management  of  all  other  human  affairs,  so  manifestly  absurd,  that  the 
old  system  of  selecting  teachers  should  be  continued,  that  I cannot 
refrain  from  asking  you  to  urge  again  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town,  a change  in  this  important  particular.  There  is  too  much 
machinery  about  it : and  it  ought  to  be  abolished.  The  only  failure 
of  the  present  year  so  far,  has  been  the  result  of  the  machinery  of 
which  I feel  bound  to  complain."^' 

Of  all  the  schools,  with  but  one  exception,  then,  I think  I ought  to 
say,  after  a careful  review  of  my  memoranda  of  my  impressions  at  my 
several  monthly  visits,  and  of  the  closing  examinations  that,  they  have 
been  carefully,  faithfully  and  successfully  taught.  The  general  tenor 
of  their  discipline  was  salutary.  Corporal  punismenthas  been  seldom 
resorted  to.  The  obedience  and  deportment  of  the  pupils,  their  punc- 
tuality and  attention  to  their  studies  were  such  as  to  entitle  them  to 
my  commendation.  And  to  withhold  praise,  where  it  seems  deserved 
would  be  cynical.  I have  ever  found  that  children  will  respond  to 
those  who,  by  kindly  commendation,  show  an  appreciation  of  their 
youthful  efforts  to  improve.  They  can  discriminate  too,  more  readily 
than  is  generally  understood,  between  that  which  is  careless  flattery, 
and  that  which  is  the  honest  expression  of  cordial  approval.  They 
are  very  quick  to  see  approval  and  true  sympathy  in  the  eye,  hear  it 
in  the  tones  of  the  voice,  mark  it  in  gesture  and  in  action.  It  has 
been  delightful  always  to  me  to  mark  their  earnest  desire  to  meet  and 
merit  my  own  approval.  And  the  grief  which  I have  seen  manifested 
by  a young  child  when  he  or  she  failed  to  make  a correct  answer  to  a 
question  put  by  me  or  in  my  presence,  has  always  been  the  surest  evi- 
dence to  me,  of  the  desire  of  that  pupil  to  improve  and  to  merit  ap- 
*District  No.  1. 
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proval.  Such  emulation  is  by  no  means  unprofitable  or  unworthy.  A 
greater  part  of  all  the  good  deeds,  which  ennoble  and  bless  humanity, 
are  the  result  of  generous  emulation.  “Men  are  but  children  of  a 
larger  growth” 

In  the  schools  in  District  No.  3, — in  No.  6, — and  in  the  Primary 
School,  in  No.  7, — (to  speak  of  those  whose  excellencies  should  be 
particularly  mentioned)  these  run  through  all,  teachers  and  pupils 
alike — a spirit,  emulous  of  improvement  and  advancement. 

I have  not  spoken  of  the  studies  pursued,  in  detail.  That,  will 
more  properly  be  done  by  my  successor,  when  he  shall  make  up  his 
Report  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kindness  which  you  have  exercised  towards 
me  during  our  long  connection,  I remain  your  friend  and  servant. 

SAMUEL  B.  NOYES. 


Canton,  Dec.  5,  1864. 
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LIST  OF  TEXT  BOOKS 
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English  Grammar.— Weld’s,  Tower’s  First  Lessons,  and  Weld’s  Parsing  Book. 
Arithmetic. — Emerson’s  First  Part,  Colburn’s  Mental,  and  Greenleaf ’s  Introduc- 
tion and  National. 

Geography. — Cornell’s  Series,  and  WaiTen’s  Physical  Geography. 

Penmanship. — Payson,  Button  & Scribner’s. 

History. — Parley’s,  Goodrich’s  United  States,  and  Worcester’s  General  History. 
Matoematics. — Greenle:.f ’s  Algebra  and  Davies’  Geometry. 

Physiology. — Cutter’s  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Book-Keeping. — Hanaford  and  Payson’s. 

Singing  Books. — Song  Book  of  the  School  Room  and  Golden  Wreath. 

The  books  are  procured  under  the  du’ection  of  the  Committee  and  can  be  found  at 
Capen’s. 
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